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Third European Think Tank Forum
Europe 2005-2025: Visions and Contributions from Think Tanks

“What European Policy Outlines for 2020?”
September 19-20, 2008
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Program as of July 20, 2008

Beyond the crisis caused by Ireland’s rejection of the Treaty of Lisbon and the priorities of the French Presidency of the Council of the European Union for the second half of 2008, another major milestone for the future of Europe lies on the horizon for the 2008-2009 period: reviewing common policies and their financing. The Heads of States and Governments at the European Council meeting of December 2005 asked the European Commission “to undertake a full, wide ranging review covering all aspects of EU spending, including the CAP, and of resources, including the UK rebate, to report in 2008-2009” and, from this budgetary angle, to lay down guidelines to orientate the debate on future policies for the 2013-2019 period. This is the real question: the European budget is not just a financial instrument, it is a means of expressing a shared desire and defining a European project common to the 27 Member States.
To contribute to collective discussions and the European debate, Institut Aspen France is organizing its third European Think Tank Forum in Paris on September 19th and 20th, 2008, in partnership with Notre Europe and the Fondation pour l’Innovation Politique.
Following a method that has already been applied twice
, high-level leaders from the public and private spheres will be given the opportunity to talk and construct a common approach for a review of European policies in the context of preparing new financial prospects, as the basis of a new European project. This event, organized in the middle of the French Presidency, will naturally be designed to be a part of the trio program drawn up with the Czech Republic and Sweden.

To go beyond the strict framework of diplomatic negotiations, largely marked by budgetary considerations, these informal discussions will be based on contributions from eleven European think tanks involved in the Think Global - Act European project implemented by Notre Europe and the Fondation pour l’Innovation Politique (www.tgae.eu).
The Forum will be the opportunity for a debate between representatives of the think tanks and actors and decision makers concerned with the definition and implementation of European policies: elected officials, business leaders, and representatives of trade unions, international organizations, NGOs and the media.

The topics proposed in this program will be discussed in plenary sessions and thematic workshops.

Friday, September 19
12:30

Informal reception buffet
2:30-5:30 pm - Session I – Community Policies: Taking Stock and Prospects
This introductory session will be an opportunity to take stock and diagnose community policies today, while looking toward the future and extending our discussions on the medium term. It will also be an opportunity to come back to the foundations of what a European budget is and should be and how it can help in the optimum deployment of these policies.

Are community policies well adapted? Can they meet current and future challenges? In the current situation, how can we imagine their developments over the coming ten or fifteen years? What are the strong points and what are the blockages? Is their role in the European budget adequate? Do we need to readapt the budget instrument to the Union’s new challenges?
Evening – Official Dinner, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Quai d’Orsay)
Saturday, September 20
This session will be held in the form of parallel workshops for more in-depth discussions on certain topics selected among the overall challenges – both internal and external – of the integration process and Europe’s place on the worldwide scene.

The workshops may give rise to practical recommendations.

The minutes will then be presented to the plenary session.
9:00-12:30 - Session II – European Challenges: 
What Resources? What Management?
9:00-11:00 am – Workshops
1) The challenge of managing sustainable resources
Developments in the Common Agricultural Policy
How to deal with the food challenge?
Energy and climate challenges
2) The challenge of solidarities
Regional policies, social and territorial cohesion
How to coordinate objectives for cohesion and policies for jobs and growth?
3) The challenge of mobility
The stakes and solutions of the migration question

Mobility at the service of a space of innovation and research
Strengthening the Internal Market and exercising the freedom of movement
11:15-12:30 – Plenary Session
The plenary session will be an opportunity for the recording secretaries to share the minutes of the workshops.

12:30

Lunch
2:30-4:30 pm - Session III – Europe in 2020: What to Do and How?

How should we deal with the challenges that Europe will be faced with? What responses can we provide? How can this be translated into community policies and their financing through the European budget? Who will the actors be?
How can they be used as levers to reaffirm Europe’s credibility in the world? Is the European Union providing itself with the resources on these questions to have a greater impact on the international scene and on regulating globalization?
Conclusion of Work
******
5:30-7:30 pm
Meeting Open to the Public in the Context of “European’s Words”
Kléber International Conference Center, Avenue Kléber, 75016 Paris

“What European Policy Outlines for 2020?

The European Union’s Budget Measured Against Its New Ambitions”
� In 2004, Institut Aspen France organized a first forum dedicated to the question “Can the European Union Become More Democratic?” and a second forum in 2005 on the topic “Think Tanks and Decision Makers in a Europe in Crisis”.
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