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The Money Trail to Europe’s Future: The Multi-Annual Financial
Framework and the EU’s priorities post-2020

Time: 24 (Thursday) May 2018
Venue: Central European University, Budapest, Nador utca 15, 103 Tiered Room

The European Union is currently in the process of setting its priorities for most of the coming decade. The
next Multi-Annual Financial Framework for after the year 2020 will define the Union’s priorities and goals.
While talk can be cheap, here member states and EU institutions really have to commit substantial financial
resources. As major beneficiaries, the countries of Central Europe have a substantial stake in these
discussions. They are increasingly seeking to modernize their economies for the knowledge economies but
still lag behind in securing research funding. They are also large agricultural producers substantially
affected by any changes to the Common Agricultural Policy. And projects like the Three Seas Initiative
demonstrate that the demand for infrastructure investment is still there.

The Commission has framed the negotiations with reflection papers based on its five scenarios for the EU’s
future. The High Level Monti Group has also formulated recommendations. At the same time, the benefits
of funds from the EU budget to Central Europe are increasingly being contrasted with the perceived
dominance of Western European corporations and their alleged extraction of profits from the region.

10:30-11:00 Registration

11:00 - 11:15 Opening remarks
Jan Niklas Engels, Director, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Budapest Office

11:15-11:45 Keynote Address
Andras Inotai, Research Professor, Institute of World Economics, Hungarian
Academy of Sciences, Budapest

11:45-13:00 Roundtable discussion
Chair: Lukasz Janulewicz, Research Fellow, CENS, Budapest

Vladislava Gubalova, Research Fellow, GLOBSEC Policy Institute, Bratislava
Eulalia Rubio, Senior Research Fellow, Institut Jacques Delors, Paris
Sandor Gyula Nagy, Associate Professor, Corvinus University, Budapest

13:00 - 13:15 Concluding remarks
Péter Balazs, Director of CEU Center for European Neighborhood Studies (CENS)

13:15 Refreshments



